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 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE  

HALCOMBE POLOCROSSE CLUB 

In 1977 there were no Polocrosse clubs 
in the Manawatu area. A few keen  
people travelled from Halcombe 
(representing the Feilding Polocrosse 
Club , lead by Jack Christian) up the 
Wanganui River to enter the Wanganui 
Polocrosse Association competition.  
At that time there were only two        
Polocrosse Associations in New          
Zealand - Wanganui and King Country.  
Late 1977, following a discussion at the 
Halcombe pub, Clive Forsyth, a horse 
trader, from the Reureu Valley, 
(Reureu, a hill 162 metres high,              
situated west of the Waituna stream) 
offered to bring a truck load of   
cheaper horses down from Gisborne 
next time he was up there buying a 
shipment of polo horses .  
This made it possible to start the        
Halcombe Polocrosse Club. It was      
necessary to start a competition to 
 encourage other potential players to 
form new clubs. Over the next two 
years, six clubs were formed.  These 
were Feilding, Ashhurst, Te Kawau,  
Hunterville, Bulls and Halcombe.                                                     

The  players were a mix of shearers,     
teachers, farmers and farm workers. 
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ADVICE FROM A      

    CONVERSATION AT MEAL TIMES 
     ‘The importance of cheerful               
conversation at meal times cannot be 
over-estimated. The late Dr Chalmers of 
London mentions the case of a curate, 

unmarried, who complained of  
suffering of various kinds after eating 
even the plainest of food. But strange 
to say he had noticed that when he 
went out to a dinner party and ate and 
drank freely, even of rich food, he felt 
no inconvenience from his indulgence. 
The cause of this apparent anomaly was 
not far to seek. At his solitary meal in 
his room, his brain was still turning over 
theological grist while he ate his meal, 
and the consequence was that the 
blood that should have been sent  

 
 
was languidly moving through the 
brain. At the cheerful dinner party,   
accompanied with moderate mental 
excitement, the heart beat faster and 
all the functions of the body, including 
digestion, were carried on more        
vigorously. We have frequently                  
observed similar cases to the above. 
Only the other day, a good German  
lady, who has suffered tortures from 
dyspepsia, told me that while at an  
entertainment recently she could not 
resist the temptation to eat some     
pickled herring and cheese. To her    
surprise she experienced no               
inconvenience from this indigestible 
diet. Thinking that at last she had found 
something she could eat; she tried the 
same ‘bill of fare’ at her own home the 
next day and had to send for the doctor 
two hours later. A dinner at home in 
her case was not accompanied by the  
freedom from care and the cheerful 
surroundings that had made pickled 
herring easy of digestion the day       
before. In some way there is an         
intimate relation between the flow of 
gastric juice and the flow of wit and 
humour and good feeling at the table.’     
-Dr Forest - Advanced Hygiene 1892.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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“ I wish I had realized that  family 
history is a perishable  
commodity. It disappears with 
time, as memories fade and as 
loved ones pass on. I wish I had 
known that the most important  
aspect of family history is   
preserving a  record of the  
present for the future”. GUY  BLACK-



 

 

  

 A VISIT FROM THE NEW QUEEN 

ELIZABETH AND PRINCE PHILLIP 
Many of you may have watched Queen          

Elizabeth  11’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

over and around the Queen’s Birthday weekend 

holiday  June 2022 but how many remember 

her first visit to the Manawatu in 1954? The 27 

year-old newly crowned Queen arrived in New 

Zealand on 23 November with Prince Phillip.              

The first few days were spent in  Auckland and 

the Queen made her first Christmas address 

from Government House in Auckland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special multi paged booklet for the Royal visit 

to Feilding .Photos Manawatu Heritage PNCC 

The tragedy of the Christmas Eve train             

derailment at Tangiwai with the loss of 151 

lives, overshadowed the Royal visit for some 

time. The rail bridge across the Whangaehu 

River had been washed away by a lahar               

carrying rocks, mud and volcanic debris from 

the crater lake on Mount Ruapehu after an 

eruption. The train driver was unaware of the   

disaster awaiting him and the passengers. 

 

 

After travelling down the country and  visiting 

many towns enroute, the Royal  entourage  

arrived in Palmerston North by train from the 

Hawkes Bay on 7 January. The train track was in 

Main Street, so the Royal party  travelled 

through the centre of the city. The Grand  Hotel, 

Church Street, where they stayed the night had 

rooms  specially refurbished for their stay. A 

Civic Reception and Dinner was held on the  

upper floor of CM Ross’ Department Store. Over 

the years this became the DIC department store 

and is now the  Palmerston North Public Library.  

My memory is of frantically waving a small   

Union Jack flag with many other school children 

doing the same thing The Queen and Duke were 

in the rear seat of a black Daimler car driven 

slowly around the Square with the Queen and 

Duke waving back to us. The following day, 8 

January 1954 ,the Queen and  Duke were   

greeted by the public  in Feilding, Marton and 

Wanganui.  A Mayoral Reception in Beattie 

Street included CB McClure (Mayor) & Mrs 

McClure and MP Sid Holland. 

What memories do you have of this   
 occasion? Share them in the next Chronicle 
(by 10 July, 2022 please.) 
Let us read YOUR stories. 

 
  

Polocrosse matches consist of two teams 
with six players, one horse each and two to 
three sections playing  2-4 chukkas. A 
chukka period is 6-8 minutes and a match 
has 4-8 chukkas. One horse and rider, a ball 
(sponge rubber  approximately 100mm or 
4” across); a racket with a loose thread net 
used to scoop and carry the ball and goal 
posts at either end of the field (the pitch) 
are needed to play polocrosse. 
The Halcombe Club had three teams 
playing an eight chukka game every  
weekend in summer as part of the  
Manawatu Polocrosse Association round 
robin competition. At that stage there were  
sixteen teams playing at three levels in  
Manawatu. The local association continued 
with the single game each weekend but  
later changed to individual clubs running a 
weekend  carnival each year in rotation 
 involving all sixteen local teams and  
included teams from nearby associations. 
(approximately 100 to 110 horses )at the 
same venue and each team playing four (six 
chukka) games over two days. 
 Most players brought tents and/or mobile 
homes, caravans and other shelters to 
camp overnight. This meant an opportunity 
to host a social event in a local woolshed 
on  the  Saturday evening.  For each 
meeting four fields were needed so 10 to 
12 acres for playing and  camping were 
required.  
 

The Halcombe club used two venues – 
Stroud’s in Halcombe Road and Christian’s at 
Stanway.   
As the rural economy slowed so did the  
membership of the Halcombe Polocrosse 
Club. In the Government Gazette of  7  
October, 1993, the Halcombe Polocrosse Club 
appears to have been dissolved under section 
28 of the  Incorporated Societies Act of 1908.    
According to Google, in 2022 there are nine 
clubs still active within the North Island. 
Twice a year the clubs meet to form teams 
and have national events.  
Ashhurst is the one Manawatu Polocrosse 
Club still active. 
               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information supplied by David Stroud & 

Google.   
  Photographs from NZ  Polocrosse 

 Association. 
 

RECOLLECTIONS WILL NOT 
SCREEN  IN  JULY.  


